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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to 
hold City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, 
January 26, 2021, opening at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Segal, Zubrzycki (6:10 p.m.), Clarke, Cowper 

        (All members present in Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
 
     Absent:   Salemi 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Dryden 
 
Approval of Agenda  
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public      
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Aric Klar, owner of Quality Roots in Hamtramck, spoke on allowing cannabis facilities in 
Sylvan Lake.   He stated there are positive impacts on communities and feels City Council 
should be aggressive in allowing facilities here.  He would be happy to be a part of the 
discussion in choosing the best operator to allow to help beautify the community with positive 
initiatives.   
 
Mayor Clarke closed the meeting open to the public. 
 
 
Kayak Rack Assignment Discussion   BD-002-21 
 
Martin reviewed this was discussed at the City Council meeting two weeks ago and reviewed the 
discussion from that meeting.   
 
Segal feels the most equitable way is distribute the kayaks is to allow one per household until 
every household who wants a space has one.  Then they can allow second kayaks after that.  This 
allows the greatest good for the greatest number of people.   
 
Cowper foremost thought is to add more spaces and be expedient as possible.  He suggested only 
a sticker fee for those who share with a current dock holder.  Also he suggested following the 
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boat dock process to issue spaces since it works well.  Allowing those who had a space last year, 
first rights. 
 
Zubrzycki joined the meeting at 6:10 p.m.   
 
Cowper isn’t objectionable to one per household but feels if the city adds more rack storage, two 
shouldn’t be a problem.  He would like more racks for the supply of demand. 
 
Mayor Clarke asked for public comment again.   
 
Ed Robbins stated he shared his thoughts with Patty Harrop, Chair of the Boat Dock Committee, 
and he doesn’t have issue with what is being said.  He is concerned with the liability issue with 
dock insurance when sharing a dock space.  He thought maybe the sharer could sign a waiver 
with the dock holder.   
 
There were no further public comments.   
 
Clarke asked Martin how positive he felt about adding more spaces.  Martin is sure they can do 
this.  He noted he has received some comments from tennis players that it would be distracting to 
them while playing if the racks were behind the tennis courts.  He suggested installing vertical 
racks on the opposite side of the Parks & Rec building/restroom and replacing the current racks.  
This will look nicer, having them hidden more.  Clarke feels we’ll need to figure out how many 
can be stored there before the March 1st application date. Martin stated he can get measurements 
and that information for them by the February meeting.  Clarke would like to see two per 
household available and he still likes having  four spaces for temporary users to rent for a 
weekend or such.  He agreed with a reduced fee for dock sharing.  He felt there may be an 
additional cost for equipment to storage the kayak properly at a dock space.   He suggested a 
lottery if they have more applicants than spaces available because it would be fairer.  Clarke 
asked if this should be turned over to the boat dock committee in 2022.  Martin replied City Hall 
has to do application process.  He explained currently we have the dock committee and park 
ranger check the spaces for current stickers and that is working out.   
 
Segal is ok with lottery or list using first come, first serve.  Cowper feels last year’s holders 
should have first rights just like boat dock spaces and then those new on the list that City Hall is 
taking now.  Hoping they can all be accommodated.   
 
Zubrzycki would also like to see more spaces added and having a reduced fee for dock sharing.  
He is good with first come, first serve using the sign-up list.  He questioned the dock insurance.  
Martin stated that is between the dock holder and sharer, not City Hall.  Zubrzycki feels he 
usually sees two paddleboards or kayaks going out at a time and would suggest limiting it two 
per household.   
 
Martin will move forward to drafting changes and bring to City Council at the February regular 
meeting.   
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Ordinances Planning Commission is Discussing  O-001-21 
 
Martin shared three ordinances Planning Commission are working on, vehicle storage indoors in 
industrial area, changing ordinance violations from misdemeanor to a civil infraction, and a 
complete overhaul of the sign ordinance.  A lot of changes in law regarding signs. Planning 
Commission will discuss these and then they will come before City Council for final approval.   
 
 
Meeting Dates and Times – Regular and Study Session  C1-001-21 
 
Martin felt with two new City Council members, days and times of meetings should be 
discussed.  By Charter the regular City Council meeting is the second Wednesday of each month 
at 8:00 p.m.  Prior City Council felt the time was too late and moved the time up to 7:30 p.m.  
Study Sessions are currently the fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  All of City Council 
were good with the current days and times; no change needed. 
 
 
Geese Issue   L1-001-21 
 
Martin explained nest destruction and egg replacement to reduce the geese population.  The 
goose roundup is still planned for this spring.  Last year it didn’t happen because of COVID.  
This works well but doesn’t eliminate what the geese leave behind and there is always 30-40 still 
on the property.  Martin likes trained dogs chasing geese.  This was done before and worked 
great.  Also he suggested last summer, equipment to pick up  geese waste.   
 
Cowper asked if there would be any additional cost for the DPW to run this equipment.  Martin 
thanked him for asking this.  He will calculate that cost out and provide with it the price of 
equipment.  He added the DPW or maybe the City’s mowing company could do it.  Cowper 
asked if there was a fee for the dogs chasing geese.  Martin stated in the past there was but didn’t 
remember the cost.  It was not residents with dogs.  He would have to get that information if they 
are interested in hiring a company.  Segal shared she has spoken with Goose Busters and they 
have a K-9 patrol available.  They could be used until they find another resident with 
trained/certified dogs.  She noted the dogs would have vests on so residents would know they are 
working dogs.  It would be the city’s responsibility to explain the process to residents and let 
them know their dogs are not allowed to run in the park.  She will get prices and paperwork.   
 
Zubrzycki supports looking into equipment.  He asked who is responsible for the goose roundup.  
Martin stated Luke Cassar with the Sylvan-Otter Association took it over, but it didn’t happen 
last year because of COVID.  Zubrzycki stated he spoke to Cassar last year to volunteer with 
helping with the process.  Zubrzycki asked where the goose waste would get disposed of.  Martin 
is not sure of the amount of waste or where to dispose of the waste yet.  Zubrzycki asked if 
swans were included in the roundup.  Martin stated he thought swan nests/eggs are included.   
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City Council is good with getting prices and more information on the equipment and dogs 
chasing geese.   
 
 
Seawall   L1-002-21 
 
Martin is working on getting bids.  He has received one from the company the city used last 
time.  Their quote is $110,000 to do everything.  This will be on Ferndale from space 40 to the 
beach.  He has another quote that is close, but he is asking about the cap that would go on.  He 
wants a flat cap.  Martin informed Council a permit is needed and takes a while to get.  He will 
start that process so we can hopefully do it this fall.  City Council agreed to move forward with 
the permit and bids.   
 
 
Water/Sewer -WRC  U-002-21 
 
Martin shared this is just for conversation to outsource the water/sewer and storm system 
maintenance to Oakland County Water Resource Commission.  He has been in serious 
discussion with them for about two months now and working with the engineers and going over 
the SAW Grant results, Asset Management Plan and Storm water, which they really don’t do a 
lot of.  They are looking at the shape of our system, lift stations, the shape of our water/sewer 
lines and the cost for them to operate everything.  They will do whatever we want them to do or 
as little as we want.  There is a lot of flexibility if we want them to just do maintenance and 
repairs or capital improvements and do meter readings, billing too.  He reminded Council he is 
looking into this because once he retires the city won’t have a State Certified Water Distribution 
Operator and someone will have to be doing that work.  He is quite such they won’t find a City 
Manager who would want to take this on.  It is a lot of work with all the new requirements from 
the State.   
 
Cowper is glad Martin is looking into this.  He asked if the city would have first rights to repair.  
Martin stated we want to be able to control our system and want to control our money.  Once he 
gets the information and cost he will bring it to City Council to discuss how much or little the 
city wants them to do.   
 
 
Events  FR-001-21 
 
Martin shared he received many calls/emails over the summer from people who want to do extra 
things in the city, such as food trucks, ,music, yoga or whatever it may be.  Often events were 
run through Parks & Rec in the past, but this doesn’t have to be.  Martin has discussed with 
Attorney Schultz how other communities handle this. He is working on a resolution to spell out 
guidelines.  He felt all the events that happened last summer were great, especially with COVID.  
He is in favor of this.   
 
Cowper feels the more events the better, but agrees some controls need to be put in place.   
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Zubrzycki advocated to make Parks and Rec a recognized group to have organized process. He 
feels this is needed when they are asking the city to endorse or advise. 
 
Segal supports the structure of this but is not sure with Parks & Rec managing it.  Martin 
clarified he wouldn’t have it go through Parks & Rec.  It would go through City Hall, with him 
approving it. 
 
Clarke agrees a written process is needed.  He stated he has heard some concern with some 
events making money and not paying taxes or not necessarily a legal business, but they are 
taking away from the local business.  It is more of them playing by a different set of rules.  He 
agreed there is a lot of discussion to figure out how to make it work for everyone.   
 
City Council agreed it would be good to do. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adjourn the study session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 
 
                                                             
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


